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ASBURY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Spring 2006 
 
 
MW728   Understanding Religion for Mission 
Meeting Time:  Thursday 1:00 – 3:45      Room:   
Instructor:  Terry C. Muck 
Phone:   859-858-2145 (o) 
E-Mail:  terry_muck@asburyseminary.edu  
Office Hours:   Wednesday afternoon, 2:00 – 4:30; before and after class;  
    e-mail; special appointment. 
 
 
I.  COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A study of the distinctive characteristics of religion through systematic investigation of its 
basic structures.  Provides tools to understand religion as it occurs across all faiths, and 
introduces the Christian faith as representing a unique religious structure.  Relates the skills of 
the scholarly study of religion to topics and issues of study germane to missiology and mission 
work. 
 
 
II.  COURSE GOALS 
A. Students will articulate the basic scholarly methodologies used to study religion; 
B. Students will develop tools of analysis enabling them to research the history, beliefs, and 
practices of religious traditions; 
C. Through a study of the emerging field of the theology of religion, students will conceptualize 
and write their own approach to a theology of religion; 
D. Students will create missiological models that incorporate both scholarly and theological 
approaches to people of non-Christian religions. 
 
 
III.  TEXTBOOKS 
Jacques Waardenburg.  Classical Approaches to the Study of Religion:  Aims, Methods, and 
Theories of Research.  New York:  Walter de Gruyter, 1999.  ISBN:  3-11-016328-4  
paperback, 742 pages. 
James Thrower.  Religion:  The Classical Theories.  Washington, D.C.:  Georgetown University 
Press, 1999.  ISBN:  0-87840-751-0.  Paperback, 209 pages. 
Paul F. Knitter.  Introducing Theologies of Religions.  Maryknoll, New York:  Orbis Books, 2002. 
 ISBN:  1-57075-419-5, paperback, 256 pages. 
 
 
IV. ASSIGNMENTS 
1. Read assigned texts. 
2. Write a five page discussion paper on each reading assignment 
3. Discuss each reading in class 
4. A final examination 
5. One major paper articulating your theology of religions 
6. Write a one week religious diary 
 
  
V. CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
 
February 9 Religion:  Theology? Science? Experience? 
 
 
February 16 Religion as Biology 
 
 
February 23 Religion as Psychology 
 
 
March 2 Religion as Social Psychology 
 
 
March 9 Religion as Sociology 
 
   
March 16 Religion as Philosophy 
 
 
March 23 Religion as History 
 
 
March 30 Phenomenology of Religion  
 
  
April 6 SPRING READING WEEK 
 
  
April 13 Comparative Religion  
 
 
April 20 Theology of Religion(s) 
 
   
April 27 Comparative Theology 
 
 
May 4  
